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Speech by Professor Roger Field,
the vice chancellor, Lincoln University

Kia koutou nga manawhenua
Ngai Tahu o tenei rohe
Tena koutou katoa

e Shoichi Kawai , Honorary Consul of Japan

e Chancellor, Tom Lambie

e Shuku Fujimura and Dr Kawase’ s family
members

e Makoto Kurehashi, Chairperson of the New

Zealand Society of Japan, Kansai
e Distinguished guests
e Friends of Lincoln University
e Ladies and Gentlemen

Welcome to this special occasion to
commemorate the life and service of Lincoln
University alumnus, Dr Isamu Kawase.

Isamu Kawase was a student at Lincoln
University, then Canterbury Agricultural
College, from October 1931 to December 1933.
While a student for a little over two years
his friendship and association with the
institution spans almost 70 years in total.
It is the association, not only with Lincoln
University, but with Christchurch and New
Zealand, that we are commemorating today with
the unveiling of the plaque.

The details of Dr Kawase’ s life are
outlined in the biographical pamphlet which
you have. His career as an agronomist, the
founding of grassland research organisations,
the founding of the New Zealand Society of
Japan, the Festivals of Japan in Christchurch,
and the award of a Queen’ s Service Order —
they are all recognised and explained in some
I would, however, like to
touch on some important points

in some detail.

We make a feature of this University s
international programme, both in terms of the
international students on campus and the
significant number of international
institutional relationships that support
both education and research.

When Canterbury Agricultural College
received an application from a Japanese student
in 1930 it created significant interest and I
understand that the then College Director,
Professor Alexander, referred the matter to the
College Board before agreeing to support the
application. Isamu Kawase was a real pioneer as
an international student in New Zealand 80
years ago

Dr Kawase was connected with Lincoln
University, as it is now, over a very long
period of time. It is not surprising that he
became part of the folklore of the place
Everyone who ever met him, knew him, or worked
with him has their story. They recall his
charm, his humour, his wisdom and his zest for
life.

One story I like which illustrates his
optimism and enthusiasm for life comes from his
last visit to Lincoln University. He had with
him a Lincoln University ballpoint pen and
called into the campus bookshop to obtain a
refill for it. The ladies behind the counter,
charmed as everyone always was, organised him
one. He thanked them, paused for a moment’ s
thought, then said that while he was there he
ought to get a second refill for his pen as well.
It is clear that by purchasing two refills for
his pen, he was looking forward. Unfortunately
fate decreed otherwise and he passed away only
a day or so later.

There exists in the George Forbes Memorial
Library in Ivey Hall the Kawase Collection. It
is made up of several gifts of books and
manuscripts given to the Library by Dr Kawase
over a number of years. The books include titles
on Japanese wild grasslands, pastures and
pastoral farming, and his well-known New
Zealand guide book for Japanese visitors. There
are also two manuscript copies of his memoirs
In 1938 Dr Kawase sent out to his old College
copies of the first two scientific bulletins
produced by the Kawase Grass Farming Research
Institute. It is a unique collection and we are
delighted to hold it.

This gathering today, with its wide range of
people associated with Dr Kawase will add to the
legend of the man. We had the plaque celebrating
his life ready for placement in Memorial Hall
—abuilding he would have known well in his days
as a student. Unfortunately, as you will be



aware, Memorial Hall was seriously damaged in
our recent earthquake and is not at the moment
able to be used.

Nature upset our plans! It is significant
and relevant to recognise that Dr Kawase came
from a culture deeply respectful of nature and
its forces. One cannot therefore resist the
feeling that he would have fully appreciated
our predicament of not having Memorial Hall
currently available to receive his plaque
However, these circumstances in no way
diminish the importance and significance of

this occasion.

The organisation of this celebration and
the production of the plaque owe a great deal
to Dr Kawase’ s family and the current
President of the New Zealand Society of Japan,
Makoto Kurehashi, Mak, to his many New Zealand
friends. Mak and the Society have shown great
generosity in presenting the University with
a significant financial contribution towards
the restoration of Memorial Hall. On behalf
of the University I acknowledge this
generosity and gesture and note that it
undoubtedly reflects what Dr Kawase would
have been thinking, had he been with us

Thank you all for attending and honouring
the distinguished Lincoln University alumnus
Dr Isamu Kawase.
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